
  Th rough the lens 
of Rob Stimpson
Local photographer fi nds inspiration in Antarctica and Muskoka

BY KIM GOGGINS

Summertime in the sub-Antarctic islands is 

spectacular. Muskoka photographer, Rob 

Stimpson, describes it like walking into 

a David Attenborough fi lm as he is immersed in 

the stunning landscape and a plethora of birds 

and animals. After making the trip for 11 years, he 

admits he still fi nds himself awestruck on every 

excursion.  

“When I’m down there, I’m in another world. 

I’m standing on a beach and there’s 300,000 

penguins around me; there’s elephant seals; there’s 

birds, there’s the Southern Ocean – which is 35 

million square kilometres, what I call the last great 

wilderness on this planet – there’s whales, and 

(the) towering mountains of South Georgia …” 

He pauses, and a large smile brightens his 

face. Standing in his Muskoka cabin that has 

a vantage point overseeing a forested acre of 

waterfront land, he knows how lucky he is 

to get to travel the world and then come 

back to such a charmed place.  

Often, before 
breakfast, he will 
grab his camera 
and walk the 
deck to see vast 
islands or massive 
icebergs, the size 
of city blocks, as 
the ship moves at 
about 12 knots.

This photo of a tabular iceberg was taken in the Southern Ocean 

in the Southern Orkneys, which are known for these tabular giants. 
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DONATEAA TODAYAA | southlakefoundation.ca

Muskoka resident Vickey Lee trusted her heart too Southlake after suffering a heart attack at home. Transferred for care ffrom

her local hospital, Vickey came to Ontario’s third largest cardiac program for two procedures to implant three stents intoo her

heart. TwTT o years later, she is healthy, happy, andd able to spend time with her grandchildren in their Muskoka home. WWhen

your heart is on the line, you can trust Southlake’’s internationally recognized cardiac program to be there when you needd us.

Help support world-class cardiac care for Muskoka and beyond.

“I’m very lucky in my life and career,” he 

admits and then laughs like he still doesn’t 

believe his good fortune. “(I get to travel 

the world) and someone pays me to do it. I 

never take anything for granted. I just pinch 

myself. (I think) just keep going. Be happy 

with what you have and what you’ve got.”

As a photographer with One Ocean 

Expeditions, a small-ship expedition 

company that takes up to 100 sightseers on 

educational tours to the Antarctic and High 

Arctic, Stimpson travels with the company 

on a Russian ship every fall (Antarctica’s 

summer) for about six to eight weeks. 

During this time, his offi cial role is to shoot 

landscapes and wildlife and put them 

together as a multi-media take-away for 

the tourists on board, but these trips also 

quench his thirst for breathtaking vistas 

and opportunities to capture images that 

most people will never have a chance to see 

in person. These photographs make up a 

large part of his professional portfolio. 

On these adventures, it’s not uncommon 

for him to start his day by peering out the 

porthole of his cabin to see the vast ocean 

beyond the thick glass. Often, before 

breakfast, he will grab his camera and walk 

the deck to see vast islands or massive 

icebergs, the size of city blocks, as the ship 

moves at about 12 knots. If the light refl ects 

on a surface the right way or a unique 

visual catches his eye, he will shoot from 

one of the ship’s decks, moving to higher 

levels as the need arises to catch an aerial 

view of his target. 

On one cold, damp afternoon, after 

spending most of the day with the rest of 

the passengers in an inlet on the Antarctic 

Peninsula on Andvord Bay called Neko 

Harbour, he wandered the third deck and 

saw the ship approach a huge iceberg at 

about three knots. He prepared himself to 

start shooting the beautifully chiseled piece 

of ice that spanned twice the length of the 

ship, at least 600 feet. 

 Standing in his 
Muskoka cabin that 
has a vantage point 
overseeing a forested 
acre of waterfront land, 
he knows how lucky he 
is to get to travel the 
world and then come 
back to such a charmed 
place.  

Stimpson created the bottom image by piecing together 

several frames he shot with his camera while moving 

alongside the iceberg on the ship.

The top photo was taken by Stimpson in the Errera Channel at 

about 5:30 a.m. It was taken from the ship’s fi fth deck. The 

sun’s refl ection on the mountain and the clouds that billowed 

behind looking like a scarf caught his attention.

MUSKOKA LIFE  JULY 2016  47



MAY 21 to Oct 8, 2016 OPEN DAILY10 AM — 4 PM
MUSEUM OPEN YEAR-ROUND • 705.789.7576 • 88 BRUNEL ROAD, HUNTSVILLE

muskokaheritageplace.org

A GREAT WAY TO SPEND THE DAY!

hot seats • cool events • year-round

2016
SEASON

JOIN US FOR ANOTHER SEASON OF GREAT PERFORMANCES
BRUCE COCKBURN • OLIVER JONES • KEN LAVIGNE

DOWNCHILD BLUES BAND • GOWAN • & MORE

37 Main Street East, Huntsville • 705.789.4975
Online Ticket Sales 24/7 • algonquintheatre.ca

“… My passion is landscape. 
My passion is what’s on the 
ground. I’m amazed by the 
small of the world. You don’t 
need to have big expansive 
landscape – sure that’s 
wonderful – but I’m into 
biodiversity. ”

This photo was taken of a rock in Georgian Bay two summers ago. Stimpson noticed the repetition of textures and lines and liked the way the 

late afternoon light fell on it.
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We have families ready to rent
your cottage this summer

Call now for your free 30-page
Owner’s Guide to Carefree Cottage Rentals

Now available in Muskoka!

1-888-447-9590
gerry@rentcottage.com

Or visit: rentcottage.com/owners

Relax Leave it to us to promote your rental,
interview and screen renters, accept online
payments and credit cards on your behalf,
provide security/damage coverage, draft and
explain your “house rules”, and deposit your
money direct to your account. For starters.

Earnmore from cottage downtime
After 18 successful years, we know what
works. Your detailed, custom web page will
attract families ready to rent – thanks to our
reputation, extensive print advertising and
paid links on search engines. Rentcottage.com
receives more than 3,000 visits a day during
spring and summer, and trained reservation
specialists man our toll-free lines.

Try it free Our fees are based on very
reasonable commissions. If we don’t rent
your cottage for you, you don’t pay a cent.

“I saw it coming, so the way my brain 

works, I thought I need to get a midpoint 

here and I got to where the ship was almost 

in the middle and I just started (shooting): 

It’s like 12 (frames) per second – bang, bang, 

bang, bang, bang. Overlap 15 per cent and 

then do it again and go the other way.”

He didn’t realize what an incredible 

treasure he had until he was back in 

Muskoka and put the frames together. 

“In the end, you go out, you create, you 

look at it, you do a bunch of different types 

of scenarios, you shoot it different ways, 

maybe use different lenses,” he shares. “I 

never do any serious processing until I get 

home. So, I’ll look at it because I’ll have 

my laptop with me – I’ll have a quick look 

but then when I come home and stitch it 

together, then I realize that this is a (win).”

While he spends most of his Antarctica 

the time taking photos from the decks of 

the ship that spans 300 feet and rises seven 

storeys, he recalls a time that he really 

immersed himself in the wildlife of South 

Georgia Island when he sat near a massive 

waddle of baby King penguins to get the 

ideal shot of a much more colourful adult 

walking through. 

“I sat there for an hour and I was waiting 

for this to happen,” he says with a chuckle. 

“I was watching the adults go through 

this plethora of babies and then fi nally 

it happened. There was one guy or girl 

that just walked right through … They’re 

hilarious … They’ll come right over to you. 

They’ll be looking down at you like who 

are you? You don’t look like me.”

Although Stimpson claims an impressive 

collection of wildlife photography – mama 

polar bears with their cubs, penguins, 

elephant seals, black browed albatross, 

and closer to home, moose – he admits he 

One of his favourite 
pieces is called Northern 
Shoreline a rugged 
section of Algonquin Park 
shoreline with gnarled 
tree roots, felled trees and 
granite refl ected in the 
water. 

This section of shoreline in Algonquin Park caught Stimpson’s attention while in a canoe 

while he was facilitating a Moose Photography Workshop. 

Service Beyond the Sale ...
Find the Cottage of Your Dreams

www.muskokacottageandhome.com

1005 Henshaw Lake Road
1A Port Carling
705.765.6677

705.205.1028

Susan O’Connor
Sales Representative
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MUSKOKAStyle
YOUR style!

www.speedyglass.com
Huntsville 705-788-1430

• Shower Enclosures • Shower Doors
• Mirrored Table Tops • Mirrored Walls
• Supply Glass for Patio Rails

prefers to shoot wilderness than wildlife. 

“… My passion is landscape. My passion 

is what’s on the ground. I’m amazed by 

the small of the world. You don’t need to 

have big expansive landscape – sure that’s 

wonderful – but I’m into biodiversity. I’m 

into what makes life intertwined. The little 

spider the size of a dot on a period on a 

page. You’re just like going, my God, you 

have a heartbeat. That’s the type of stuff 

that really resonates with me.”

Despite spending a good amount of time 

each year in the Antarctic and/or Arctic, 

he often fi nds what he’s looking for in this 

area. One of his favourite pieces is called 

Northern Shoreline a rugged section of 

Algonquin Park shoreline with gnarled tree 

roots, felled trees and granite refl ected in 

the water. 

“… Sometimes, there’s just something 

that speaks to you and it just comes out 

and I was looking at it and looking at it 

and I went by and then I came back and 

again, and the same thing happened. So I 

just stopped paddling and took a bunch of 

frames,” he recalls, adding that the image 

was originally shot in colour and then 

converted to black and white.

“I fi nd black and white, in terms of the 

medium of photography, is more powerful,” 

he confi des. “You’re not dealing with hyper 

colour. You’re dealing with tones and the 

ability to work with tones and then you’re 

dealing with textures.”

Stimpson will tell you that he’s been 

passionate about nature pretty much since 

he left his mother’s womb. His fascination 

increased as he got older and when art 

became a component of his life – and then 

photography when his dad gave him his fi rst 

camera at 21 – he began to bring everything 

together. A job as a photographer’s assistant 

in Basle, Switzerland, in the late ’80s/early 

’90s laid the foundation for his success as a 

photographer today. 

With photographs published in high-

profi le publications and framed in homes 

and organizations throughout the world, 

These eight-month-old King penguins are getting ready to fl edge. When they see 

humans they are completely uninhibited and will walk right up to them. Stimpson 

waited for an hour for this shot of an adult walking through.

Stimpson created this abstract by combining 

photos he took of a rock face and wetland in 

Killarney. 
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MuskokaHomes and Cottages
Simply Stunning and to Spec!

Meet Kevin DiGiacomo, our in-store Beaver Home & Cottage Design Consultant.
Kevin will help plan your project every step of the way. His teamwill supply
complete material packages, building specifications, detailed pricing with
payment options, delivery to your door and see your project through to completion.
The Beaver Guarantee has your design, the price, the quantity and the quality
covered! Email kevin@burksfallshomebuildingcentre.com and start the process
of building your dream. See full details and many more models at
www.beaverhomesandcottages.ca.

705.382.3027 www.BurksFallsHomeBuildingCentre.com

Taylor Creek I Design - Starting at $93,438

Cranberry Cottage
Starting at $217,739

Limberlost Home
Starting at $133,734

as well as achieving numerous awards, 

such as the Best Travel Photography Award 

from the Ontario Tourism Summit and the 

Northern Lights Award from the Canadian 

Tourism Commission, and gaining 

acceptance into the College of Fellows in 

the Royal Canadian Geographical Society, 

Stimpson is an accomplished photographer 

but also an entrepreneur who sees a clear 

difference between taking a photo and 

creating an image that tells a story. 

He points to an image he’s called 

Killarney Abstract, where he has taken his 

photograph of a wall of rock in the Ontario 

town and blended it with his photo of a 

nearby wetland. 

“Creativity is subjective. To me, this is 

moving to the next level in photography. 

It’s not photography anymore for the most 

part … This is my interpretation of that day 

and I love the textures and then of course 

the leaves in the wetland and this fl ow. So, I 

just created an abstract image.”

Photography, as an art form, can take 

on whatever form the artist/photographer 

wants and Stimpson agrees that much of his 

work takes place on the computer after he 

captures the raw image with his camera. 

“I’m so fascinated by nature and what we 

can see as humans and what the camera can 

see, and it’s what the camera can produce 

with technology. There are colours in 

there that you can’t even begin to realize 

are there,” he says, adding that he will 

bring the colour forward on the computer 

afterwards. 

“I did it with this one (Killarney Abstract) 
but not much. I added a little more contrast. 

You work on it and you punch it up because 

I shoot in raw (unprocessed digital fi les), 

which is the ‘uncooked’ fi le and then from 

there I bring up the contrast, make sure the 

contrast is right.”

The ability to recognize how light affects 

a subject matter and how the image will 

be composed to tell a story are elements 

of photography that Stimpson teaches 

participants in his workshops, as well as 

his students at Fleming College, where he 

is a part-time instructor. He also advises 

students on how to make a successful 

career in a fi eld with so many talented 

photographers.

“Anybody can go out and take a 

photograph,” he notes, “but the diffi cult 

part is to go out and create imagery and 

understand your client and what they’re 

looking for.” 

After 30 years, Stimpson seems to have 

mastered this balance and has carved out a 

career that allows him to do what he loves in 

remote lands as well as here in Muskoka. 

Followers of Stimpson’s work will want 

to know that he is planning a trip to the 

Northwest Passage later this summer and 

is working on a book on Antarctica. You can 

see Stimpson’s work at his photography 

show at Muskoka Grandview Resort on 

Aug. 12 and 13. 

For information on his upcoming 
talks, exhibitions and workshops visit 
www.robstimpson.com. 

“Anybody can go out and take a photograph, but the diffi  cult part is to go out and create 
imagery and understand your client and what they’re looking for.”

This unnamed photo was taken of the Oxtongue River near 

Ragged Falls Provincial Park in the fall. “I saw a nice vignette 

with some lines and some beautiful colour,” says Stimpson. 

“(I used) slower exposure to give a painterly effect.”
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